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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 

INFRASTRUCTURE, SAFETY AND 
GROWTH SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 

HELD ON 8th JULY 2020 
 
 

 
PRESENT: Councillor S Goodall (Chair), Councillors A Farrell, M Bailey, 

R Bilcliff, P Brindley, T Clements, R Kingstone, Dr S Peaple and 
P Thurgood 

CABINET: Councillor Stephen Doyle 

Councillor Jeremy Oates 

 
The following officers were present: Joanne Sands (Assistant Director 
Partnerships), Jo Hutchison (Democratic Services, Scrutiny and Elections 
Officer) and David Hunter (Senior Regeneration Officer) 
 
There were no apologies for absence.  
 

1 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING  
 
The minutes of the previous meeting of the Infrastructure Safety & Growth 
Scrutiny Committee held on 27th February 2020 were approved as a correct 
record. 
 
(Moved by Councillor A Farrell and seconded by Councillor Dr S Peaple) 
 

2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

3 UPDATE FROM THE CHAIR  
 
The Chair thanked members for attending this first remote meeting of the 
Infrastructure Safety & Growth Scrutiny Committee. 
 
The Chair welcomed the new member of this Committee, Councillor Richard 
Kingstone. 
 
The Chair reminded members that the 31st March 2020 Infrastructure Safety & 
Growth Scrutiny Committee meeting had been cancelled.  That meeting had been 
due to receive an update on local crime figures from the Chief Inspector.  This 
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would now be considered in this meeting together with an update from the 
Assistant Director Partnerships on community safety. 
 

4 ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING PROJECT UPDATE  
 
The Chair welcomed the Portfolio Holder for Heritage and Growth and the Senior 
Regeneration Officer who were in attendance for this item.  The Chair reminded 
the Committee that this was an area where the committee had made 
recommendations to Cabinet around 12 months ago and that tonight the 
committee would receive an update on progress. 
 
The Portfolio Holder introduced the report and invited the Officer attending to 
provide a brief overview.   
 
The Senior Regeneration Officer provided the following updates: 

 since completion of the report there had been contact from one private 
sector organisation expressing an interest in taking a long term lease to 
provide a charging point; 

 that Staffordshire County Council was looking at taking part in a research 
and development project; 

 that electricity capacity issues could mean that residential charging would 
be required as part of the solution. 

 
The Committee considered the report and commented and sought and received 
clarifications in the following areas: 

 further details around the County Council option were requested; 

 further consideration over the expression of interest in a long term lease 
and whether the proposed location at Riverside would be appropriate for 
this length of lease given other potential developments in the town; 

 questions over the benefits to residents of Tamworth as opposed to 
visitors, depending upon the technology pursued; 

 questions over the capability of the electricity network to deliver on 
proposed options; 

 some members considered that provision in Tamworth was behind other 
areas, and other councils, and that a plan to make provision was required, 
notwithstanding some of the technological uncertainties; 

 the role for the council in supporting modal shifts in transport were 
considered whilst acknowledging the realities of the car market which 
currently existed; 

 suggested that contacts were made with other local councils who had 
started their journey to support electric vehicle charging points; such as in 
Newcastle under Lyme and Stafford; 

 what data the council had access to in terms of electric vehicle charging 
demand locally, and what research had been undertaken.  It was 
suggested that contact be made with the Society of Motor Manufacturers 
for relevant data and well as looking to neighbouring councils; 

 it was highlighted that it was important for any decisions to be clear on 
where the demand was for charging provision and it was reported that 
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demand for charging facilities was expected to be from both visitors and 
from residents without driveways in terms of on street charging; 

 comments over the proposed Riverside car park location were raised, 
including the need for there to be a strategic view as to where provision 
could best be located. It was considered that any supplier would be better 
able to judge the location specifics; and 

 it was suggested that consideration could be given to utilising s106 support 
in new residential developments. 

 
The Chair moved that Recommendation 1 from the report be amended to remove 
reference to a specific location, and that an additional Recommendation 5 be 
added such that a timescale for provision of electric vehicle infrastructure be 
specific as the end of the 2020/ 2021 municipal year.  The amendments were 
seconded by Councillor T Clements and the recommendations as amended were 
voted on and carried. 
 
RESOLVED that the following recommendations be made to Cabinet  
 

1. That Operating Model 2 is chosen 
 

2. That a further marketing exercise to secure a supplier / operator is carried 
out with Council Officers given delegated authority to offer financial 
incentives in the form of low rental value and / or a financial contribution 
towards the capital cost 

 
3. That a private sector location on the Ventura retail parks is investigated 

 
4. That an Action Plan is developed that focuses on new on-street fast 

charging sites and on-street residential charging sites. 
 

5. Electric vehicle charging infrastructure is installed in the borough by the 
end of the 2020/21 municipal year. 

 
(Moved by Councillor S Goodall and seconded by Councillor T Clements) 
 
The Chair thanked the Portfolio Holder and the Officer for their attendance, 
following which they left the meeting. 
 

5 COMMUNITY SAFETY PLAN 2020-23 AND TAMWORTH POLICE UPDATE  
 
The Chair welcomed the Portfolio Holder for Regulatory and Community Safety, 
the Assistant Director, Partnerships and the Chief Inspector Talbot, the Tamworth 
NPT Commander to the meeting for this item. 
 
The Portfolio Holder introduced the item which was for the Committee to consider 
the draft 2020-2023 Community Safety Partnership Plan and to receive a Police 
and Partnership Update and invited the Assistant Director to provide an overview 
of the report. 
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The Assistant Director provided an overview of the key achievements for the 
2017-2019 Priorities highlighting the steady reduction in reported anti-social 
behaviour (ASB), the introduction of new Public Space Protection Orders 
(PSPOs), the success of the Local Multi Agency Risk Assessment Conference 
(MARAC) and the development of Tamworth Borough Council CCTV under a 
shared agreement with West Midlands Combined Authority. The Assistant 
Director provided an overview of the 2020-2023 Priorities which included ASB, 
Domestic Abuse and Stalking & Harassment, Burglaries, County Lines, Public 
Place Violence and Vulnerable Persons and Contextual Safeguarding. 
 
Chief Inspector Talbot provided an overview to the Committee on areas of work 
which particularly contribute to the priorities outlined in the Community Safety 
Plan: 

 The relocation of Tamworth NPT officers to the Belgrave Fire Station – 
work continued on ensuring public access to officers via the intercom 
system 

 Harm Reduction Hub  

 Local MARAC and the work to reduce domestic violence through 
development of partnership solutions 

 ASB figures for Tamworth, where reported ASB had reduced and where 
the general compliance with COVID-19 rules had been good. 

 PSPOs which had been introduced and publicised which had worked work.   

 COVID-19 and management of BLM protects.  It was reported that the 
police had locally facilitated three BLM protests. 

 Future work and engagement in Tamworth where work would continue to 
ensure that the tone and style of policing locally remained correct and 
relevant. 

 
Committee members welcomed the Chief Inspector to Tamworth and made 
comments and sought further clarifications in the following areas: 

 The differences sometimes between the perceived crime levels and 
reported crime levels and how to manage this. The Assistant Director 
reported that whilst during lockdown levels of police reported local 
domestic abuse had not risen, the call for services from partner agencies, 
such as New Era, had increased and where relevant, information received 
from partner agencies could be considered by MARAC to support high risk 
callers such that strategies could be developed to reduce the level of harm 
and risk. 

 The presentation of data and whether there could be any differentiation 
between the town centre figures and the remainder of the Castle ward.  It 
was reported that the software used to compile the data was changing and 
the new system should be able to deliver more current information. 

 
RESOLVED that the Committee recommend to Cabinet that it endorse the 
Tamworth Community Safety Plan 2020-2023 for publication. 
 
(Moved by Councillor Dr S Peaple and seconded by Councillor P Thurgood) 
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The Chair thanked The Portfolio Holder, the Chief Inspector and the Assistant 
Director for their attendance, who then left the meeting.  
 
 

6 FORWARD PLAN  
 
The Committee considered the Forward Plan and agreed that the item on the ICT 
Strategy should be brought to this Committee and the Chair agreed to consider 
further the optimum timing for the committee’s consideration. 
 
Councillor Bilcliff thanked the ICT team for its assistance in supporting his 
participation at this meeting. 
 
The Committee agreed that Gungate would continue to be considered by the 
Corporate Scrutiny Committee. 
 
 

7 INFRASTRUCTURE SAFETY & GROWTH SCRUTINY COMMITTEE WORK 
PLAN  
 
The Committee considered its Work Plan and agreed that it was important at this 
time to keep the work plan as flexible as possible. 
 
RESOLVED that the Chair work with relevant Officers to identify items for 
upcoming meeting and to amend the Work Plan accordingly. 
 
(Moved Councillor Dr S Peaple and seconded by Councillor R Bilcliff). 
 
The indicative Work Plan is set out below. 
 

Infrastructure, Safety and Growth Scrutiny Work Plan 
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Work Plan 2020 - 2021 

DATE SUBJECT 

TBC 2020 ICT Strategy (also working group to be set up:  
SG, RB) 

March / April 2020 Review of Taxi Licensing Policy – Points 
System – 12 month review 

When clarity on legislation  Fire Safety Update 

Q2 2020/2021 Waste Management developments  

September 2020 (tbc) Development of Tamworth Community Offer – 
interim update 

September 2020 (tbc) Renewal of PSPO Dog Control 

September 2020 (tbc) Renewal of PSPO Alcohol Restriction 

January 2021 CCTV implementation review 

25 March 2021 Crime Figures for Tamworth and Community 
safety 

TBC Castle Update 

TBC Review of taxi evidence 

TBC Public Transport and taxis 

TBC People Helping People ( Community Safety) 

TBC Town Centre Growth 

TBC Events Offer (possible working group) 

TBC Review of West Midlands Combined Authority 
– Green / Climate Strategy – targets and data 
for Tamworth 

TBC Development of Tamworth Community Offer – 
review of draft Strategy 
 

Upcoming Infrastructure, Safety and Growth Scrutiny Committee 
Meetings 

16th September 2020 

13th October 2020 

24th November 2020 

20th January 2021 

25th March 2021 
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